Video Assignment - Empathy and Cultural Diversity

Dear students,

This week you are working on the topic of Empathy and Cultural Diversity and understanding more
about the connection between these two concepts. The aim of our project Me Too: Empathy for EU
is not only to raise awareness in you - the participants in these exchanges, but also to spread this
awareness outside of our group. For this purpose you are going to create study case videos that can
be used in classrooms across Europe.

You will be attending some lectures and lessons during the week and you will be having a debate
about important topics, that are important to the people of the European Union. During this debate
you will represent a country within the European Union and you will be discussing important topics
in the name of this country. Your task is to find out what cultural differences or similarities there are
between the European countries and what laws or rules would be most empathetic and at the same
time most positive for everyone. By doing this, we would like you to look at the topics from different
angles and we want you to form your own opinion about the topics. All the information gathered
should be presented in a short film of 5-8 minutes. You will also attend workshops during this
project week. These workshops can be used to create your end product. That means that you can
spread your message by making a film, a rap song or by doing a dance. Be creative, just make sure
your video gives a clear message on your topic.

On the cultural evening all the films will be shown to the whole group and the parents. After the
video each group gives a small explanation about their film and why their message is important to
spread.

Cultural differences

Jan is a Dutch guy and Mburi is from Uganda. Mburi immigrated to The Netherlands a few years ago
and now Jan and Mburi are neighbors. Mburi doesn’t speak the Dutch language yet and Jan is not
able to speak English. What would be a way for Jan and Mburi to connect with each other, despite
the fact that they don’t speak each other's language? Do you have tips for Jan and Mburi to interact
in an empathetic way with each other?

CHECKLIST:

Have we understood the study case?
How certain are we that we have thought of an empathetic resolution to the situation?
Have we decided on proper places to record the video - bear in mind sound, noise,
background?

4. Have we practised enough?

5. How good is our final video? Can it be used in a classroom to teach empathetic cultural
diversity?

6. Have we uploaded it to CLASSROOM?
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Understanding and learning about other cultures in a multicultural society is a way to strengthen
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Discrimination

At a Christian secondary school, a mathematics teacher was fired. The reason? She is Muslim and she
decided to wear a headscarf. The fact that she wears a headscarf was the reason for her dismissal.
This teacher went to a judge with her story, because she stated that she was discriminated against.
However, the school states that her religion clashes with the main values of the school. If you were
the judge, what would you do? What would be an empathetic way to handle this situation?
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